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28 CONTRIBUTED ARTICLES 

NOTES FROM THE FIELD 

John J. Dawson, Montclair, N. J.: Music with us takes a very subordinate 
place in the curriculum since it is not required for promotion. This does not 
mean that our people are indifferent to good school music, but that the accom- 
plishment of results has been left largely to the supervisor's own devices. 
Recognizing this as a more or less constant condition I decided that it was 
necessary to devise some means by which, or through which, the interest of 
the pupils as a whole would be stimulated to a high degree of effort. I finally 
hit upon the plan of having a competitive examination in the elementary 
grades of the whole town and awarding a banner to the class of each grade 
which stood highest in accomplishment. The Superintendent warmly sup- 
ported the idea and requested that the list of aggregate credits be supplied to 
him for his files. This plan began in 1913 and has continued ever since; cer- 
tain changes and improvements have been made as suggested by experience. 
It only remains to say that this plan has worked wonders for us, and pro- 
duced results in interest, effort, enthusiasm, and spirit which we thought im- 
possible some years ago. We have been vitalized — both pupils, teachers and 
principals have rsponded to it, and even many parents have shown their inter- 
est. We may not be making musicians as such but we are making our pupils 
like music through the personal making of it themselves. I shall be glad to 
send to any of my fellow supervisors who are interested, complete details 
of my plan together with specimen examination papers. 

Will Earhart, Pittsburgh, Pa.: All of us are using Old Folks at Home and 
its companion songs, so we are all interested in the movement described below 
in a letter which our Pittsburgh Musicians' Club has recently sent out. To 
Pittsburgh Music Lovers: To conserve the Foster name and tradition in his 
home town the Musicians Club has established the Stephen C. Foster Memorial 
Fund. To raise money for this fund the Club will present the Detroit Sym- 
phony Orchestra, Ossip Gabrilowitsch, conductor, with Benno Moiseiwitsch, 
pianist, in Carnegie Music Hall on the evening of Tuesday, February 1st. The 
Musicians Club has secured this unique attraction upon a basis which makes 
it possible to realize a very generous sum of money for its Foster Memorial 
Fund. 

Winnifred Smith, Cicero, 111. : In some communities, as in our own, due to 
shifting population, it is exceedingly hard for the director of music to keep in 
touch with the talent in a large high school. This year we had each child fill 
out a blank asking for information regarding previous instrumental training 
and desire to study now. The blank offered no inducement to students who 
had no available instrument. Yet, of all returned questionaires, 65% were 
positive, i e., studied music or wished to. The answers justified the employing 
of a band man in addition to the present instructor of orchestra classes but 
the most significant result was absolutely unexpected. Talent, some of it in 
the Senior class, was revealed to the school for the first time. By shifts in 
lesson periods and adjustments here and there, these people are coming into 
the bands and orchestras. All the answers have been classified and placed on 
file. They promise much for J. Sterling Morton's instrumental classes. At 
present the "umpahs" of the band rival the hammers of the art metal class 
on third floor. 



Baritones, attention! Would you like to hear the solo in "The Peace 
Pipe" sung by a single voice? We may do it that way at St. Joseph. Get 
yourself ready if you are interested. 

If you want to travel to St. Joseph with companion spirits write to the 
railroad chairman for your vicinity. See President Beattie's special list for 
names and addresses. 



